
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 7 

Journey 

Through 

Space 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Performing: The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only occasional small slips. Intonation is 

mostly secure. Pupils are able to perform significant parts by memory. They are able to perform using tempo, 

dynamics and phrasing in an expressive way. They are able to make subtle adjustments to fit their own part 

into the group performance. They can improvise rhythms within their group 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical 

key features will be good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary 

is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Securing  Performing: The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors may interrupt the flow. 

Intonation is often secure. Pupils are able to perform significant parts from memory. They can play their own 

part and are able to contribute to the group through leadership, taking a solo or providing rhythmic support. 

They can improvise rhythms within a given structure and can develop ideas using appropriate musical devices. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical 

key features will be competent, with an adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is 

quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Developing Performing: Accuracy is only achieved in the more straightforward passages. Fluency is sometimes affected 

by errors. Intonation is sometimes insecure. Pupils are able to perform simple parts from memory. They can 

play their own part and have an awareness of how it fits together with others. They can improvise rhythms 

within their group and have an input into developing ideas, but are led by others. They use appropriate musical 

vocabulary to describe their piece and understand the various sections within the piece. They are able to 

suggest improvements to theirs and others’ work, and are able to comment upon how these have been achieved. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical 

key features will be basic but used correctly. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

 Acquiring Performing: Accuracy is only achieved in simple or narrow passages. Fluency is repeatedly affected by errors. 

Intonation is insecure. Pupils find it difficult to hold their own part. There may be some performance errors 

with instrument specific techniques, and they may go out of time in places. Pupils may have some understanding 

of the style and how to compose in this style, but will be very much led by others in the group. They will need 

support in coming up with ideas, and may find improvising challenging. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical 

key features will be basic. Range of musical vocabulary is basic and usually used correctly.  



Year 7 

Music & 

Media 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Composing: Convincing throughout in style, ideas and development. Good control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors and/or misjudgments are marginal.  The 

soundtrack does sound realistic against the clip in the majority of places and most of the sound effects have been added in the correct places. The timing of the chosen music is 

mostly accurate and therefore generally fits with the action on the screen. Effort has been made to choose music which conveys the correct emotion/atmosphere of the clip, and 

the climax point of the clip is mostly successful. Appropriate voice effects are included to enhance the storyline but only occasionally fit with the character’s mouth movements. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both range and some depth of 

knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make secure judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Securing Composing: Convincing for most of the time in style, ideas and development. Some control of (perhaps a narrow range) compositional methods and techniques. Some errors and/or 

misjudgments, but too few to have a big impact. The soundtrack has a number of sound effects, many of which are appropriate to the action on the clip. There are a few 

misjudgements, however, which interrupt the natural flow of the movie.  

Backing music has also been included, which attempts to create the correct atmosphere in the movie and is sometimes successful. The timing of the chosen music is not always 

correct to match the speed of the action on the clip. The links between each section are often smooth and the difference in character of the music chosen can sometimes sound 

very abrupt. An attempt has been made to add voice effects to help convey the storyline of the movie. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be competent, with an adequate range of 

knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make sound judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Developing Composing: Secure in style and ideas, but development may be limited. Some effective control of compositional methods and techniques. Some misjudgments, but the piece still 

has some direction and flow. The soundtrack attempts to accompany the action on the film with use of some sound effects and backing music. The music has attempted to 

appropriately convey the correct atmosphere or emotion in the clip and the sound effects are sometimes selected appropriately to sound realistic and natural. The voices of the 

characters have been recorded in but with little regard for the storyline. There has been some attempt to differentiate between the different sections of the clip. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic but used correctly. Range of musical 

vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make basic but accurate judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

 Acquiring Composing: Generally secure in style and ideas, but development is limited. Some effective control of (probably a narrow range) compositional methods and techniques. Some 

errors and misjudgments, but the piece still has some direction and flow. The soundtrack attempts to accompany the action on the film but with very limited use of sound effects 

and backing music. The music, on a few occasions, has been appropriately selected to convey the correct atmosphere or emotion in the clip and the sound effects are, on occasion, 

appropriately selected to sound realistic and natural. The voices of the characters have not been recorded in. There have been occasional attempts to differentiate between the 

different sections of the clip. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic. Range of musical vocabulary is basic and 

usually used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make basic judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

 
 



Year 7 

Blues 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Performing: The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only occasional small slips. Intonation is mostly secure. You can confidently 

perform your own part(s) in time. You can adapt your part in practice time to allow for mistakes made by others. You can improvise rhythms & 

melodies within your group. You can take a solo and use the blues scale confidently. You have attempted a walking bass. Dynamics are used 

exceptionally well. The lyrics work well with the other parts. You have got a good structure to your piece. 
 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with 

both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

Securing Performing: The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors may interrupt the flow. Intonation is often secure. You can 

perform your own part well and in time. You contribute to the piece by sharing your ideas. You take a solo in your piece. You can provide a good 

blues backing. You can perform confidently the 12 bar blues chord pattern. Dynamics can be heard and are used well. The correct piano 

technique is used. You have used your lyrics. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be competent, 

with an adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

Developing Performing: Accuracy is only achieved in the more straightforward passages. Fluency is sometimes affected by errors. Intonation is sometimes 

insecure. Simple blues parts are attempted (chords, melody, improvisation section). You can play your own part and know how it fits in with 

others. You can improvise in a blues style e.g. swung rhythm on more than one note. Dynamics are introduced but used only once. The piece 

features a verse, chorus pattern. You can perform your melody using one hand rather than two. The 12 bar chords have been attempted. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic but 

used correctly. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

 Acquiring Performing: Accuracy is only achieved in simple or narrow passages. Fluency is repeatedly affected by errors. Intonation is insecure. You can 

hold your part in time for short periods. Single lines on the piano are played using two hands. Dynamics are used sparingly. Improvisation is 

attempted. You use some blues elements e.g. basic swing rhythm. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic. Range 

of musical vocabulary is basic and usually used correctly.  

 

 



Year 8 

STOMP! 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Performing: Excellent throughout: and an engaging performance. Secure technique and sensitivity of style and interpretation. The 

piece uses ostinatos and polyrhythms. Excellent use of accents to create interest. Excellent use of dynamics throughout. Texture 

has been carefully considered and used effectively and imaginatively. The B section of the piece provides a contrast and effectively 

links to the A section with an introduction and ending. Interesting ‘multiple parts’. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Securing Performing: The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only occasional small slips. Intonation is mostly secure. 

Dynamics have been used to good effect. Shows a good understanding of texture. 

The piece provides some contrast in the B section and displays links to the A section and includes an introduction and ending. Some 

interesting use of ‘multiple parts’. Some interesting use of accents. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Developing Performing: The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors may interrupt the flow. Intonation is often secure. 

Dynamics have been attempted. The piece uses two sections and has linking material. Texture is generally well used. Perform mostly 

in ‘unison’ (altogether). Has a sense of pulse. Uses a few different rhythms. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

competent, with an adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 Acquiring Performing: Accuracy is only achieved in the more straightforward passages. Fluency is repeatedly affected by errors. Intonation is 

insecure. Dynamics have been attempted on one or two occasions. A and B sections are present. Students perform together 

throughout. Students perform parts in unison. Has a sense of pulse. Uses one or two rhythms. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

basic. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 8 

Chords 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Composing: Excellent throughout in style, ideas and development. Good control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any 

errors and/or misjudgments are marginal. Chord II, chords in 2nd inversion, 7th chords, and alberti bass. Accidentals, 

melody/accompaniment feel. Triplets, other metres than 4/4, developed rhythmic material. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make secure judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Securing Composing: Convincing throughout in style, ideas and development. Good control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any 

errors and/or misjudgments are marginal. Syncopation, semiquavers, tied notes. Sequences, developed melodic material. Chords in 1st 

inversion, arpeggios. Passing notes, repetition in melody, no misjudgements in harmony 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make secure judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Developing Composing: Convincing for most of the time in style, ideas and development. Some control of (perhaps a narrow range) compositional 

methods and techniques. Some errors and/or misjudgments, but too few to have a big impact. Dotted notes, quavers, and rhythmic 

patterns. Chords I, IV, V, VI in C. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

competent, with an adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make sound judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

 Acquiring Composing: Generally secure in style and ideas, but development may be limited. Some effective control of (probably a narrow range) 

compositional methods and techniques. Some errors and misjudgments, but the piece still has some direction and flow. Chord notes 

only in melody with some misjudgements. Chords I, IV, V in C using all 3 notes in block. Crotchets, minims.  

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

basic. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make basic judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

 



Year 8 

Indian 

Music 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Performing: Excellent throughout: and an engaging performance. Secure technique and sensitivity of style and interpretation. 

Timing in all respect is flawless. All 4 sections are presented fluently. All 4 elements (Tala…..) are developed fully. Tempo, voice and 

dynamics are all fully developed. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

Securing Performing: The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only occasional small slips. Intonation is mostly secure. All 4 

sections Alap, Jhor etc. are attempted. At least 2 elements (Tala…….) are developed fully. At least 2 of either tempo, voice or 

dynamics are developed. Timing is accurate despite occasional mistakes. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

Developing Performing: The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors may interrupt the flow. Intonation is often secure. 

Three sections attempted out of Alap/Jhor/Jhala/Gat). All elements (Tala……) are present. Tempo, voice and dynamics are 

appropriate. Timing in at least 3 parts is accurate. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

competent, with an adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 Acquiring Performing: Accuracy is only achieved in the more straightforward passages. Fluency is repeatedly affected by errors. Intonation is 

insecure. An attempt is made to use the ideas of two of Alap/Jhor/Jhala/Gat. At least 3 elements (tala/tintal/raga/drone) are 

present. At least 2 of tempo, voice and dynamics are appropriate. Timing in at least 2 parts is accurate. 

Listening & Appraising: Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be 

basic. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

 
 



Year 9 

Minimalism 

Achievement 

grade 

Core concepts and understanding 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Composing: Impressive and imaginative in style, ideas and development. Complete (or almost complete) control of compositional methods and techniques 

used. Sense of musical wholeness with no passage sub-standard. Use of a wide variety of note values and rests. Syncopation is evident. Additional techniques 

have been used in the ostinato (e.g. passing notes, auxiliary notes, ornaments) Use of modulation. Interesting and effective use of texture e.g. sequence, 

imitative entry or polyphony. Developed and sustained ostinato pattern. Use of dissonance is effective. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is always conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be excellent, with both range 

and depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is always used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make insightful judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Securing Composing: Excellent throughout in style, ideas and development. Good control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors and/or misjudgments 

are marginal. Melodic line works well with the harmonic support. Melody has a sense of unity and development of ideas (sequence, repetition etc.). Imaginative 

and appropriate use of accidentals in either harmony or melody, or both) The rhythm for the ostinato is appropriate and developed. Additional rhythmic 

techniques have been employed (e.g. triplets, syncopation or a variety of note values). Additional techniques have been used in the ostinato (e.g. passing notes, 

auxiliary notes, ornaments). 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both range and 

some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make secure judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Developing Composing: Convincing throughout in style, ideas and development. Good control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors and/or misjudgments 

are marginal. Some evidence of additional rhythmic techniques that have been employed (e.g. a variety of note values). Some evidence of additional techniques 

have been used in the melody (e.g. passing notes). Appropriate choice of harmony. Some ostinatos have been developed into an imaginative accompaniment. 

 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both range and 

some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make secure judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

Acquiring Composing: Convincing for most of the time in style, ideas and development. Some control of (perhaps a narrow range) compositional methods and techniques. 

Some errors and/or misjudgments, but too few to have a big impact. Mostly appropriate choice of harmony. Melodic line has a sense of shape in places. 

Melodic line works well mostly. The rhythm is simple but works well for most of the piece. More than two different types of note values used. Dynamics are used 

in places. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will be competent, with an adequate 

range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

Evaluating: They are able to make sound judgements about how the music fits in with the appropriate style. 

 
 



Year 9 

African 

Drumming 

Achievement grade Core concepts and understanding 

Mastering+ Student is working in excess of mastering level 

Mastering Performing: Impressive and imaginative: the student has stamped their personal musical authority on the performance. Complete 

(or almost complete) control of technique, style and interpretation. Sense of musical wholeness with no passage sub-standard. 

Use of improvisation is imaginative. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is always conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will 

be excellent, with both range and depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is always used 

correctly. Improvements can be made confidently. 

 

Securing Performing: Excellent throughout: and an engaging performance. Secure technique and sensitivity of style and interpretation. 

Use of improvisation is secure. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will 

be good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used 

correctly. Suggestions could be made on how to improve 

Developing Performing: The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only occasional small slips. Use of improvisation is clear but 

can be limited in scope. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will 

be good, with both range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is broad and is mostly used 

correctly. Some suggestions could be made on how to improve. 

 

Acquiring Performing: The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors may interrupt the flow. Some attempts at 

improvisation. 

Listening & Appraising: Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. Knowledge of the musical key features will 

be competent, with an adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used 

correctly. 

 
 
 


